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Amoda thrills arts’ enthusiasts
with metallic masterpieces

AT Tovers at the exiibson.

OLANIYI OLA his work in wery simple manner.
"Mails and other metallic objects that
en&ntl&;, arts’ enthusiasts are used in my work are applied as
were thrilled by rare metallic a metaphor.” He says. ""I'il':l.‘ey have
masterpisces from the survived generations and remain
repertoire of (Hu Amoda one of the most ideal and enduring
— one of Nigeria’s finest pieces of engineering. These materials,
sculptors.  They saw what stoed for  particularly  nails, depend on the
excellent representation of literature, notion of shared responsibilities, like
life and visual arts in metallic sculpture
at the Eko Hotels and Suwites as Ari2]
staged ome of the most successful
exhibitions of contemporary ark. Like
an alchemist furning scrap metal to
imtricate art forms, Amoda’s work
involves welding sewveral discarded “
objects, including iron together. Heuses
precious metals to create sculptural

Continued on page 32

pieces that are full of authoritative TTIETE 1.5 HO
contrasts,

Skoto Aghahowa, Director, Skoto
Gallery, Mew York, says that Amoda’s dﬂuht thﬂt
monuments are “gritty and seductive, Aﬂlﬂdﬂ T-S an

brooding and redemptive, personal
and monumental all at the same Hme.”

He observes that “the power of the inferna Hﬂﬂﬂﬂy

work derives from its combination

of abstract shapes with pointed EEIEbrﬂtEd

references to the human form while . N

the use of other materials enhance the Nigﬂﬂﬂﬂ

crisp conbours and imparts a solidi

I}rpﬂal of conventional sculpture fhgrll Sﬂufptﬂ?}

are imbued with enigmatic beauty .

that reflects subtle rstanding of f‘ﬂ”fﬂf!ﬂi}

context, respect for tradition while .

embracing modemnism and capable of furnitiure

attaining a synthesis between matter G

and space.” designer, and
Observers of art say that "there is no ; ]

doubt that Amoda is an internationally mu!ﬁ_m Edlﬂ

celebrated Migerian sculpbor, muralist,

furniture designer, and muli-media artist

artist whose iconic work using

! cled” or re-purposed materials

and metal expresses the very best of ’ ,

modern African sensibility.

A metallic human skelefon. Olu Amoda himself tells you about
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ants. Small but lethal, a nail is able bo
defend itsclf, but vields to will of the
craftsman. What we call litfle things
arc memcly the causes of great things:
H'l-l:_i,' are the beginning, the embryo
and the point of departure, which
enerally speaking. decides the whole
ﬁn‘uru of an cxistcnee” It was onc
night of blockbusting ﬂmh:n:ip::um:j.r
art show in Lagos, providing a
boost follewing a lukewarmy pace of
impressionist and modern African
art in recent times. Poised to attract
artists who are desirons of a global
andience for their work, Art2l gallery
showcased the sculptural works of
O Amoda as be cross-cxamines the
socicty in a country, which was once

E!L‘:Il.‘:.l.‘.l-l.lﬂ-

However, for contemporany
Migerian art buyers, whoe belicve
that the industry has not scen much
change in the last 20 o 25 wears. The
Warri-boy, Amoda, is mo doubt onc
of the most distinguished sculptors of
his generation.

He tells you his unique approach
to this delicate work of metallic
H,'||'||"|:1:||'-|“~ -= ] work with what [ Fed
and also decide on the form of the new
and final piece when [ have gathered
the component parts.” '

He savs, “T weld and assemble
things such as discarded nails and
old locks into intricate sculpbare and
solid scourity doors designed to keop
thieves ot The intricate thing about
my work is that [ am interested in the
former lives of the obpects [ ase and in
the new meanings they take on when
I‘]'L-l'}' are hq’l_rl_:ﬂhk ‘('IE.-I"'I!'II": i

Az part of efforts o encourage art
andd culture in the country, Curator
and the brain behind Art2l, Caline
Chagoury, while speaking  during
the interactive scasion with media
Frm.-r'-'rinnem, art enthusiasts and some
riends of the gallery at the Exo Hotels
& Suites in Lagos, said the Art21 space
“is conceived to provide a plattorm
for renowned MNigerian and African
artists to showcase their talent on a

latform which makes no apology for
radical, bold cxperimentation with the
aim of commanding audience from far
and wide.”

Thrilled to be able to bring the Art21
platform to Lagos, she said “Amoda’s
art exemplifics what can be madc
out of supposedly trash as he welds/
assembles things such as discarded
nails and old locks into ntricate
sculphures.”

Chagoury, who noted that Ar2l
gallery halds one of the most extensive
and deepest acts collections in the
country, said some of the pieces from
Amoda on display are, until now,
unknown to the public cves. “Some of
theer works of ark From Hthe codmnt Iy are
sending ripples to the outside world

I work with
what I find
and also
decide on

the form of
the new and
final piece
when I have

gathered
the

contponent
parts

but globally make little discemnable
impact financially. This trend is
et o change as the new platform
joins 2lst Century audicnces, artists
and enthusiasts who increazingly
ch:.tlln:ngc this and suggested that
there is need to promote and position
the value of contemporary art from
acroas Migeria and Africa,” she added.

While comparing some of the waorks
on display o the “deip and splash’
abstractions of Jackson Pollock which
sold in the art market for millions
of dollars, Chagoury belicves  that
Art21 will provide an oquivalent from
Migeria and other African countrics.

Offering collected works to high net
worth individuals and the gencral
public, the single-Aoor gallery, which
contains  original picces  from  the
artists’ own oollechHon, i 'I""_:'I_i_"l_'l_'h;',"l;!
i give a sense of both historical and
ctlbaral recognition o Hhe ercative
world, “Art Twenty One [ArtZl) is a
beattiful open apace on the ground
floor of the new and upcoming Eko
Hotel & Suites’ signature boutique
hotel exuding infectious energy and
[.uriﬁil.:ll'l. for ﬂi:ﬂl:uzn?l.‘:lru:"_t.-' ricar,
Migerian, and Lagosian art wo rld.”

l;l:mh.*.d as an encyclopacdic gallery,
Art2]l was inaugurated last week at
the Eke Hotels and Saites. Apact from
the fact that the event was attended by
creative writers, artists, culture and
history lowvers, it afforded the guests
the opportunity o r_'x-:'hﬁ:'lg:' i eas
about African art in general.

F

Qther beautiful warks,




